Aspects of care for the hepatitis C positive patient.
With almost 200,000 infected Australians, hepatitis C is Australia's commonest life threatening chronic infection. Over 90% of the 11,000 new infections in Australia each year are associated with injecting drug use. Australia does not have a national plan for achieving control of hepatitis C. Treatment at present is expensive, less effective than many other conditions and associated with considerable side effects. Most people with chronic hepatitis C infection have a normal life expectancy with good quality of life. The role of general practitioners in prevention and treatment is increasing.